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ART HIRAHARA -
CENTRAL LINE

Art Hirahara is a
beautifully fluid pianist
— one who really won
us over with his last
album on Posi-tone,
and who seems to
soar even more here
—working in a
fantastic trio that
includes Linda Oh on
bass and Rudy
Royston on drums —

plus some occasional tenor from Donny McCaslin! Oh and Royston have
this round presence that really resonates strongly with Art's piano —
creating this wave of soulful energy from the ground up, even on the
mellower moments — with a tonal depth that's sophisticated, yet never
forced at all. When McCaslin comes into the mix, his sound is a bit more
separate from the three — yet in a way that only underscores their
cohesion and beautiful sensitivity together. Titles include "Little Giant",
"Sensitive Animal", "Central Line", "Kuroda Bushi", "Astray", and a
version of the Chico Buarque tune "As Minhas Meninas". ~ Dusty Groove



